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Thb ibilowing Disoonne, preftched at Warren, Rhode Island, October 8d, 1868, 
and sabseqnently in seTeral other churches to whom the Bey. Mr. Tobey had min- 
istered, is by request, presented in this form ; and to them and the person- 
al friends of the deceased, it is respectfully inscribed. His brother Benjamin F. 
Tobey, Esq., of Canaan, Connecticut, under date of January 26thi 1859, thus 
writes, " My dear and only brother preached in our church September 12th, the 
Sabbath prior to his decease, what proved to be his last sermon, founded upon 
I. Timothy, 1 : 11. * According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which 
was committed to my trust.' It was singular that our aged mother, and our 
ibur sisters with their husbands, and myself with my &mily, were present ; a 
eircumstanoe that never occurred before, we being separated &r by distance. — 
All of us sat with him the next day at the same table, and he invoked the bles- 
sing of heaven upon us. After that noon day repast, he bid us as a &mily cir- 
cle &rewell, never expecting to see us again, and several of the company then 
letomed to their homes :— our last meeting on earth.'* 



FBINTKD BT 
A. C. GBBENE AND BROTREB, 

PHOVIDBMCK, R.I. 
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DISCOURSE. 



z. TiMOTBT, i-*-12: and PHiUFPuas, £—21. 
And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who haAh enabled me, Ibr that he counted 
me Ihithftil, putting me into the ministry:— ^or to me to live is Christ, and i& 
die is gain.* 

The first and strongest impression of tber christian con- 
vert is, that in this world he has no permanent home. Spe- 
cious and inviting as life had appeared, and remote its close, 
it is divested of its delusive glare, and distant things are 
brought near. Time, the narrow brook which divides the 
earthly and the eternal, appears but a steps' breadth. Bom 
of celestial birth, he lives not merely as a natural man Kv* 
eth ; for henceforth "to him to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

Such was the designation of the patriarchs and such their 
confession. And as strangers and pilgrims on the earth, 
" they desired a better country^ that is, aa heavenly : where- 
fore God was not ashamed to ber called their God, for he had 
prepared for them a city." Such was the character Christ 
himself sustained. " I must work the works of him that 
sent me, while it is day : the night cometh, when no man 
can work. I ascend unto my Father." And such was the 
position of the apostles. " In my Father's house are many 
mansions : if it were not so, I would have told you. — 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you^ I will come again and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." 
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Purposed to do his will, when he had invested them with 
the heavenly commission, they pursued their way with holy 
constancy to their heavenly home. Their eye could not be 
lifted from that country by the splendor of worldly array 
with which they were surrounded ; nor did the rich scene- 
ry of the beautifully variegated landscapes that adorned 
the hills and vales of their passage-ways, tempt them to 
abide. 

Paul never forgot his transitory abode. Consecrated to 
his mission he ever presented his body at the gospel altar. 
Though a prisoner at Rome, and at the whim of a cruel ty- 
rant, he expressed to the church at Phillippi his desire that 
Christ might be honored in his body whether in labor, or in 
martyrdom : " For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.'' 
Indeed he was " in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ ; which is f^r better." Some 
four years had run their courses, and he had come to the 
golden, the harvest moment, when he was to be offered. 
Then, in that day when if in any period he could relent, 
with his eye cast over the past, he in the review joyfully 
aflSirmed, " I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of rightousness, which the Lord, the right- 
ous Judge, shall give me at that day : and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing." It was in that 
hour he' thanked Christ Jesus our Lord, who had enabled 
him, i. e. had strengthened his heart, for that he counted 
him faithful, putting him into the ministry ; or had appoint- 
ed him to minister unto his service, who was before a blas- 
phemer, and a persecutor, and a doer of outrage, but who 
received mercy because he had done it ignorantly in unbe- 
lief, and hereby he was found worthy for the benefit of all 
ages to be sketched upon the moral canvass as a true and 
striking pattern of that "faithful saying," and which is 
^' worthy of all acceptaition, that Christ Jesus came into the 
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he may behold his salvation with his ejes, while he touches 
it not with his hand ; and again by laying him low in death, 
and employing his decease rather than his life ; and at other 
times developing his purposes independently either of his 
life, or of his death, or of his ever having lived. Whatever 
be the changes by day, or by night, the gospel will to the 
end of time continue to be to every one that believeth, the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God to his salvation. 

To a christian, life is Christ when he lives in Christ, and 
Christ lives in him. He diflFers from the men of the world 
in his conceptions of his own and of the character of Christ. 
He has felt the purity of the law and the weight of its curse. 
Cut o£f from justification, he inquired. What must I do to be 
saved ? The spirit revealed Christ as the end of the law, 
able to save for he had borne its curse, and had become 
of God to him wisdom, and righteousness, .and sanctification, 
.and redemption. To him therefore life is Christ ; he is its 
element ; without which he would be as he was when in his 
sins, without power to serve him, and without hope in the 
world. He is crucified with Christ : nevertheless he lives ; 
yet not he, but Christ liveth in him: and the life he now 
lives in the fiesh, he lives by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved him, and gave himself for him. In every way in 
which physical life is known to exist, Christ is exhibited as 
the life of his members. He is their bread from heaven, 
their spiritual drink, and their life itself. They are dead to 
sin ; they live unto righteousness ; and their life is hid with 
him in God. And when he who is their life shall appear, 
then shall they also appear with him in glory. As in him 
therefore physically they live, and move, and have their be- 
ing ; thus spiritually they have in him their moral life. No 
one can have more conviction of this truth than the apostle 
Paul. To him life was Christ. He was quickened by his 
grace. He inhaled his spirit. He lived in his strength. 
He dwelt in him as in a tabernacle. He was his morning 
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star and his risen snn. He walked in his steps. He thought 
in. his bosom. Even sin struggled in his members as ap- 
parent life in the body of one dead by mere electrical shock ; 
so completely had his body been brought into captivity to 
his cross, and so entirely had his spirit become conformed 
to his death. And he sung his triumph, whether in prison 
dungeons, or Cesarean courts, or imperial palaces. No one 
could look upon his countenance or listen to his conversa- 
tion and not be forcibly impressed that he had been with 
Jesus, and that he lived in him, and that for him to live was 
Christ. 

But it was not all that this language was designed to ex- 
press, that Christ is the life of a Christian ; the terms indi- 
cate that it is his desire that he might glorify him by that life. 
Paul was incarcerated at Rome and knew not how his im- 
prisonment would terminate. But he was persuaded that 
Christ would be magnified in his body, whether he should 
again pursue his mission, or be at that time offered in mar- 
tyrdom as a witness for the gospel. If he lived, he would 
honor his name ; or if he died, death personally would be 
gain. This construction preserves the beautifiil antithesis 
between the members of the sentence. To me to live is to 
glorify Christ, and to die is gain. But if by living he could 
see the fruit of his ministry, for the benefit of others he 
was willing to live ; nevertheless, as dying to him .would be 
infinite gain, he wot not which to choose, for he was ^^ in a 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and to be with 
Christ, which is far better." 

To a christian 'therefore life is Christ, not only as the 
source of his spiritual life, but when also he glorifies him 
in his body. For to him it is graciously permitted, for the 
sake of Christ, not only to believe in him, but also to suffer 
for him, that he may more abundantly partake of his glory. 
And verily " if we dead with him, we shall also live with 
him ; and if we suffer, we shall also reign with him." 
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There are two ways in which a christian may magnify 
his cause ; first, by exhibiting the graces of his spirit ; and 
second, by constraining others by such an exhibition to be- 
lieve on him also. It was the earnest expectation of the 
apoatle that in nothing he might be ashamed, but that with 
all boldness he might glorify him whether by life or by- 
death. And the light of his example rendered brilliant the 
moral darkness of the palaces of Rome and many of the 
imperial household were converted to the faith. And if 
men behold our good works they will glorify our Father 
who is in heaven. 

As christians it is not our's first to consult our reputation 
or our peace, but the honor of him who has with a great 
price redeemed us. The child should reflect lustre upon 
the parent, the scholar upon the teacher, the servant upon 
the master ; and, if so, how ought we to shew forth the 
praises of him who has begotten us in the image of his 
Son? We follow by such action the promptings of nature, 
for "the heavens declare the glory of God." He will not have 
renewed us in vain, if Christ so live in us, that for us to live 
is Christ. We then shall be the means of life to them who 
dwell in the region and shadow of death, and light bearers 
to such as sit in darkness. The church is the moral firmam- 
ent in which he sets his suns, and moons, and stars to give 
light in the moral world. And if its sky be not overcast 
by the clouds of sin and evil example, we shall never fail 
to mark his mercy, his truth, his wisdom, his righteous- 
ness, his faithfulness, and his holiness. A living christian, or 
he to whom to live is Christ, whether he dwell in an evan- 
gelical or heathen country, in a palace or a cottage, in a 
prison or the habitation of freedom, fails not to shine as the 
sun in the day, nor as the moon in the night, nor as the 
star that glistens when the sun and the moon have both set. 
And by his example some whom prophecy, and miracles, 
and argument had not reached, have been constrained to 
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age-way, he beholds the Bpoils scattered upon either side, a.iid 
flings " to die is gain." It is therefore of little interest with 
him whether he dies in early or mature age, at home or 
abroad, in the sunshine or the storm. Who will say that 
the early and the late fruit are not equally sweet? 

But why is death to the christian, gain? Death, as you 
have seen, is the spoil of conquest. The christian is, if the 
earthly house of his tabernacle be dissolved, clothed upon 
with his house from heaven. Upon no hypothesis save 
this can one be in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart and to be with Christ. If death were a continued 
sleep it would be better for him to live. There can be no 
strait in such event, except on the ground of pure selfish- 
ness. But there is no inconsistency in such a presentation 
with the teachings of truth, or the principles of intellectual 
philosophy, or the susceptibility of matter. For it is not 
incredible that he who can be bereft of one, and then of 
another limb, and suffer not in his mental powers, should 
yet be conscious when his entire tabernacle falls. Cold and 
chilling is that philosophy which dooms the soul to uncon- 
sciousness until the resurrection. How contrary to all 
scriptural instruction, and scriptural examples, and even the 
convictions of the pure and docile ? " Pray," said a com- 
panion in the ministry when dying, " Pray that I may not 
lose my reason ; and pray also that my departure may be 
without much bodily pain, because my spirit, as it seems to 
me, wiU be less embarrassed in its flight." To be absent 
from the body is to be present with the Lord. Thus 
the martyr Stephen believed, when in the very act of 
dying he commended his spirit to Jesus. And thus the 
converted thief was assured that he should that day be with 
him in glory, in whose body at that very moment, the great 
fact of the distinctness of the soul was being illustrated. — 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. It is 
not who was, but I am the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, 
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an: and of Jacob ; and dead as the bodies of the patriarchs may 
ill! be, yet their souls live to serve and worship as when in the 
or body. Absent from the body is to be present with the 

la: Lord. I marvel not therefore at the injunction put upon 

John, " Write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
he from their labors ; and their works do follow them." There 

)j; is no sufficient reason for any other interpretation, nor any 

;^ useful Inotive. " Wherefore, holy brethren, let us remem 

ber," that none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth 
d to himself. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord ; 
Q and whether we die, we die unto the Lord ; whether we 

live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end, 
^ Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be 

1 Lord both of the dead and living ;" i. e. that he might 
be Lord both of those who though they may be dead to us 
are nevertheless alive before him ; and of us who live, that 
he might rule in our bodies, even as he presides in the spir- 
its of such as be in glory. He will quicken his saints in 
the great day. For they who sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him, again to inhabit that which was a natural 
body, but which will be raised a spiritual body. 

For a christian to die is gain, because he will then be de- 
livered from sin. Nor shall he any more be susceptible to its 
curse. Neither shall there be any more night, nor sorrow, 
nor pain. The former things will be done away. True in 
this life, 

'* The gloomiest day hath*gleams of light. 
The darkest waye hath light foam near it, 
And twinkles through the blackest night, 
Some solitary star to cheer it." 

What then will heaven be, when the shades give place to 
brilliant light, and waves of sorrow rise no more ? 

The christian sympathises not only with the spirits of the 
just made perfect, and has come not simply to Zion, and unto 
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the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and 
church of the first born, which are written in heaven, and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling," but at death he will be invested 
with all their rights and be made welcome to all their joys. 
What society this ? And what possessions ? He shall see 
God in his matchless perfections, and the way of life shall 
be fully opened. Whatever in this life beclouded his vision, 
shall there be removed. Now he sees through a glass dark- 
ly ; but there he shall see face to face ; now he knows in part, 
but then shall he know even as he is known. The darkness 
of the understanding will have passed away, and light eter- 
nal shine upon his pathway forever. And, 

Death to a christian will be gain because of the certain 
prospect of being separated from the body but for a season, 
and of being reunited no more to die. As at the creation 
man was made perfect, in the resurrection man regenerated 
will be perfect again. And although his body will not be ex- 
ternally the same body, yet he will be raised complete in form 
and holiness. Of this reviving I will not now speak more 
particularly, but I quote the scriptural account in words so 
beautiful ; " It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incor- 
ruption ; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory ; it is sown 
in weakness, it is raised in power ; it is sown a natural body, 
it is raised a spiritual body. In his presence is fulness of 
joy ; and at his right hand there are pleasures forever more." 

Third. In what respects is the ordination to the minis- 
try OP Christ an occasion of GRATiruDE ? 

Such an ordination is founded upon the piety of the fa- 
vored candidate. To him to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. Called to the highest responsibility, he is accredited 
to heaven's greatest honor. He is more then a plenipoten- 
tiary sent from the national court charged to look after and 
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ting them into the ministry. The true minister is he whom 
God has converted, and in whom h'fe confides. It is not 
church preferments and church livings, such as national re- 
ligious claim, but a desire for the work, and a responsibility 
that forbid the intrusion of any but such as God will ap- 
prove. 

The fathers may have erred in some of their conceptfons 
of the ministerial call ; but in the great and broad strata 
their principles were the rule of Christ. There isjjirst, in 
every true designation, a substantial piety, for how can they 
instruct in the truth, if they themselves be ignorant of its 
power? This would prove more disastrous than to send the 
blind to lead the blind. And, second, Jesus Christ enables or 
strengthens those whom he calls to this heavenly work, as 
is evinced in their convictions and in the public impression. 
There are, third, reliable traits of character that form the 
pledges of their fidelity, by which they are accounted faith- 
ful. And there i&, fourth, the eflfectual door opened by which 
they enter the ministry. These several qualifications were 
illustrated in Paul the apostle. Paul had been truly con- 
verted. Jesus Christ put it into his heart to preach his gos- 
pel. He strengthened him. His grace was sufiicient for 
him. He was possessed of truthfulness, sincerity, decision, 
energy, talent, education, adaptation, and therefore he was 
accounted faithful. And an eflfectual door was every where 
opened for his ministrations. He needed nothing more. — 
And he was deeply impressed with his obligation that he, 
who was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and injurious, should 
have been thus distinguished. To him it was a pleasant 
service ; a service prompted by high and generous motives ; 
a service of conscience and good will ; a service for which 
he turned from every other occupation that he might finish 
his course with joy, and the ministry which he received of 
the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. — 
In the end of his life, when he had for some forty years 
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our life be Christ, our death will be gain. Its terror and 
its sting will have departed. It will be its touch only. — 
The waters of Jordan may run furiously, but when the ark 
comes, they will stand still. Jesus will roll up its waves on 
either side, and we shall go through in peace. And in the 
heavenly country, where sin enters not, nor tears flow again, 
clothed in garments of purity and light, we shall praise 
him who redeemed us by his blood, and go out no more 
forever. 

Happy they whose life is Christ. Happy they who die in 
the Lord. To them death will be gain. Their account shall 
be given with joy. The ministry shall give thanks for their 
holy election, and every sheaf, gathered by its reaper, shall be 
brought to the praise of his grace who gave them the har- 
vest. While therefore you have the season to sow and to 
reap, 

« The God of harvest praise; 
Hands, hearts, and Toices, raise 
With sweet accord; 
From field to gamer throng, 
Bearing jour sheaves along, 
And in your harvest song 
Bless ye the I<ord." 

How far these truths of the Teacher from heaven were 
illustrated in the life and death of our deceased brother, 
whose name we specially record this day, I respectfully sub- 
mit to you who knew him in the various relations he sus- 
tained to the living. I tender my tribute of respect, so just- 
ly due as I think, to his memory. Often in his life-time he 
united with you in your religious services, and his even step 
you were for successive years accustomed to mark as he 
from house to house gave you his sympathy and his coun- 
sel ; for it was his work both to break up the fallow ground 
and to cultivate the seed when sown by the hands of other 
men. 

Zalmon Tobey was the first child of Mr. and Mrs. Miles 
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and Abigail Tobey who resided in the town of Norfolk^ 
Conn., and was born on Wednesday, the 27th of July, 1791, 
and deceased Friday, at 11 o'clock, A. M.,the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1858, while paying a filial visit to his aged widowed 
mother now eighty-five years old, in the place of his nativi- 
ty and in the house of his brother,, Benjamin F. Tobey, Esq. 
which he had built on the paternal farm. He was conse- 
quently at his death sixty-seven years, one month and 
twenty-two days old. His remains were interred by the 
side of his father's grave on Monday the 20th, in the 
town of Canaan, closely contiguous, being borne thither by 
some four hundred of his relatives and citizens of his native 
vicinity. 

Zalmon resided with his parents until of age and was ed- 
ucated after the straitest manner of the Congregational sect, 
and worshipped in North Canaan. In his youth, as in his 
manhood, he was sedate, even, in his disposition, and in his 
deportment uniform, amiable, pleasant, lenient, and kind ; 
the characteristics of the man having been shadowed in the 
child. 

Mr. Tobey being possessed of solid rather than brilliant 
talents, sought only the solid elements of education. He. 
was prepared for collegiate life by the minister of his church, . 
the late Kev. Nathaniel Turner, South New Marlborough, 
Mass., and was a member of Williams college in 1813^14, 
more than one year. Being dissatisfied with some arrange- 
ments in the college, he took letters of his honorable stand- 
ing ; and after the lapse of a few months, at the recommen- 
dation of Mr. Jesse Hartwell, Jr., who was at that time a stu* 
dent at Brown University in Providence, R. I., he also be- 
came a student there in 1815 and a member of the class to 
which I belonged. On Sabbath, the 9th of July, 1815, and 
while disconnected with Williams, he was baptized by the 
Rev. Jesse HartweD, Sen'r, of New Marlborough, Mass., and 
became a member of the Branch Baptist Gburch of North 
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Colebrook, Conn., located in Norfolk, the residence of his 
earliest years. Near their meeting house "he was baptized 
in a small stream of water," as his brother writes nnder 
date of Pebmary 15, 1859, " in company with six others, 
who were admitted with him to membership in the same 
church. On the return of my brother from Williams col- 
lege in 1815, a great revival of religion followed. The Spir- 
rit of the Lord came with him. Near forty persons united 
with the church, among whom were three of our sisters, 
one ten years of age, and all have continued steadfast in the 
faith." Before his membership at Brown he had been com- 
mended by the church of his adoption to the christian min- 
istry. His was eminently a missionary spirit. And hence 
while at the Univei'sity he preached frequently in the towns 
of Scituate, and North Providence, and other places, being 
sustained in his college expenses by the oldest Missionary 
Society in the State, the Pemale Mite Society of the Pirst 
Baptist Church in Providence, and also by the generous 
contributions of his private friends. He was a member of 
the graduating class in 1817, and carried with him from 
the University the high respect and the fraternal confidence 
•of his college associates. 

On Wednesday the 27th of August, 1817, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Margaret Caroline Thayer of Providence 
by the Rev. Luke Baker ; and in the autumn ensuing he 
was ordained at Canaan to the work of the gospel ministry, 
and in the succeeding spring, the spring of 1818, accepted 
the pastorate of the Baptist Church at Fruit Hill, North 
Providence, where he had when in college so repeatedly 
officiated, which church in the Autumn of 1819 became a 
member of the Warren Association. In the year 1820 some 
fifty persons were baptized by him into the fellowship of 
that church. 

But While thus performing His duties to the general ac- 
ceptance -of bis congregation and with great success, his 
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tHeological and practical views, as I learn from my friend 
and brother, the Kev. James A. McKenzie of Providence, 
were by the reading of Fletcher's Checks and appeal on the 
Calvinistic system, and Robert Hall's Treatise on Commu- 
nion greatly changed, insomuch that he avowed himself open- 
ly an Arminian and a christian communionist. Therefore 
in the spring of 1823, he tendered his resignation. But^o 
deeply were the church interested in his ministry that they 
assured him if he would continue as their pastor, he might 
fiyeely preach his sentiments and pursue his views. But 
their persuasion was of no avail. A meeting house had 
been erected in Providence, in the north part of the town, 
principally under the auspices of the Hon. Dexter Thurber, 
the first president of the society in the year 1822, and meet- 
ings were held in it by a branch of the First Baptist Church in 
Cranston, the members of which resided in its vicinity. On 
Saturday, July 5th, 1823, a church was constituted by the 
name of the " Fourth Baptist Church of Jesus Christ in the 
town of Providence," and on Tuesday the 2d of September 
ensuing they invited Rev. Mr. Tobey, who had preached to 
them during the preceding summer to become their pastor, 
in which relation^ he ministered to them until Wednesday, 
the 27th of February, 1833, a period of about ten years, 
when at his own request he was dismissed. This church 
from the beginning although a separate and independent 
church, strongly sympathized- with the Six Principles, or 
Old Baptists, and did not unite with either of the organiza- 
tions in the State, until the formation of the Providence 
Baptist Association in 1843, of which it became a constitu- 
ent member. The first pastor, Mr. Tobey, during his pas- 
torship was in sentiment a Free Will Baptist — a denomina- 
tion among whom he sympathized from the age of thirty- 
two until forty-three years old ; — the very cream of his life ; 
and a denomination who will,, as I trust, ere long essentially 
see eye to e»ye with t&e Associated and other Baptists, each 
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body respectively seeking the truth as it is in Jesus and 
yielding one to the other, a mutual independency, and thus 
uniting under some general style, and together promote first 
an experimental piety, and second the great element of the 
Baptists, the true christian baptism, burying believers in 
Christ with him in baptism on the profession of their faith ; 
— a consummation for which I devoutly pray, feeling as I do 
that as believers in him and baptized into his baptism, we 
are already essentially one, that we may be known as one 
church, viz : the Baptist church of America. 

In 1824 Rev. Mr. Tobey, in connection with Rev. 
Messrs. Allen Brown, Martin Cheney and several other 
ministers, with three churches, constituted the Rhode Is- 
land Union Conference, in which association Mr. Tobey 
remained until Friday, the 13th of October, 1826, when he 
united with the Elder's Conference of the Rhode Island 
Free Will Baptist Quarterly Meeting, and of which body he 
was a member until Friday, January 11th, 1833, when hav- 
ing again changed his religious sentiments, he received an 
honorable dismission to any body of christians with whom 
he should elect to unite ; he frankly proclaiming but never 
obtruding his opinions. 

From the commencement to the close of his connection 
with the Free Will Baptists, Mr. Tobey, as Mr. McKenzie 
informs me, " sought and in various ways labored for their 
improvement and furtherance. In his relations since his 
separation, he has ever been kind, as indeed he was with 
all with whom he had been united. The memory of no man 
need be more precious than is his name among all who 
knew him." In 1829 at the request of the Conference he 
published a very able address to their churches on family 
prayer, the observance of the Sabbath, the support of the 
ministry, the suppression of intemperance, and other topics 
of kindred character. He encouraged biblical learning and 
education, both among their ministry and the people, and 
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gave an impetus to their general advantage, which has not 
ceased to exert the most salutary influence. Mr. Tobey 
also edited and published in Providence for some four years 
a Free Will Baptist Magazine. He likewise published the 
autobiography of Rev. Abel Thornton of Johnston, Rhode 
Island, a very devout and successful minister of their Con- 
ference, of whom, when dying it is reported that he ex- 
claimed, " Bless the Lord, I am crossing the stream ;" the 
subject impressing all as he departed that he was, though 
dead to their eyes, alive in heaven. At most of their pub- 
lic meetings he was appointed to preach, and never were his 
associates disappointed, either in his ability or fidelity. On 
such occasions he excelled. One of his brethren thus des- 
cribed one of these scenes: " On Thursday, August 11th, 
1831 he preached an ordination sermon in a large grove in 
Middleborough, Mass. There were four thousand people 
together of whom five hundred had professed to have been 
converted within the year. He spake loud and solemn and 
with a great measure of the Holy Spirit. The whole multi- 
tude heard. Every eye was rivetted on the preacher, and 
every countenance showed the interest that was felt in hear- 
ing the glorious gospel." It was often remarked after his 
discourses, as it was on that occasion, " The place seemed 
solemn as the judgment, and glorious as heaven." 

In the village of Olneyville, where in the year eighteen 
hundred and twenty, there was neither meeting-house nor 
Sabbath School, nor any regular religious meeting, there 
lived a man, then in his sins of twenty-eight years, the ter- 
ror and yet pet of tavern keepers and gamblers, but who 
subsequently, having been effectually impressed with his in- 
iquities under a prayer of a layman, resident in the village, 
offered at a conference meeting held at the house of one 
with whom he had played cards, and by a sermon delivered 
some few weeks afterwards by the Rev. Mr Tobey in the 
Fruit Hill Baptist Meeting house from that significant text, 
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" They that are whole have no need of the physician, but 

they that are sick," and who not long after on one Sabbath 

morning was heard singing in his own house, 

** Come listening angels, assist me to mng 
The loye of my Jesus, my crucified King," 

and on Sabbath, the 17th of June, 1821, was baptized by 
that same minister, and also his wife on Sabbath the 15th of 
the following month ; — ^that man was Martin Cheney. Prom 
that period there existed between this spiritual father and 
the son an intimacy of peculiar sacredness, which laid the 
foundation of the church which then in fact commenced, 
and to which the son ministered thence forward, more or 
less, for some thirty years. Mr. Tobey having, as has been 
stated, removed to the city of Providence, Mr. Cheney re- 
moved his membership to the church of his pastor, and by 
that church he was approved as a preacher on Thursday, 
February 5th, 1824. In the mean while he held in Olney- 
ville various religious services. In its immediate proximity, 
in the old Johnson Meeting house, which is yet standing, on 
Thursday the 28th of April, 1825, he received ordination as 
an Evangelist, his pastor preaching on the occasion from 
the topic, " Christ the Preacher's Example," founded on 
John XIII : 15, 16 : " For I have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you. The servant is not greater than his Lord ; neither 
he that is sent greater than he that sent him." At the ded- 
ication of the Meeting house on Monday, the 2d of July, 
1827, Mr. Tobey was the first to read in the new temple the 
Scriptures, and to commend it, after its consecration, 
in prayer to the guardian care of him to whose worship it 
had been dedicated ; and at the constitution of the " First 
Baptist Church of Christ, in Olneyville," in its vestry, then 
only eleven in number, on Friday the 7th of November, 1828, 
he gave to that little band the right hand of fellowship. 
And from that time succeeded that same able ministry, which 
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" was marked by a strong individuality/' performed in that 
same field by that same man who in 1820 had built his hope 
on Christ Jesus, the Rock of ages, and who when about six- 
ty years old said on that hallowed first day morning, Janu- 
ary 4th, 1852, as he descended the vale of death, " I HAVE 
A HOPE THAT ENDURETH TO THE END." And these 
men of the church of Christ, near in age and abundant in 
labor together when living, have at length rejoiced together 
in him as " the resurrection and the life." 

On Lord's day, March 23d, 1828, Mr. Tobey baptized at 
Newport, Rhode Island into the First Baptist Church, nine- 
teen believers, among whom were the Rev. James A. McKen- 
zie, and the Rev. John Pratt ; ministers in excellent reputa- 
tion in the churches. 

During his ministry in Providence Mr. Tobey was kindly 
received and highly respected ; and as he subsequently re- 
gretted, we too regret, that another change in his doctrinal 
views should have occurred. He became a member of the 
Christian denomination and ministered to their church one 
year in the city of Portland, Maine, and for two years in 
the Union Church in Portsmouth on Rhode Island. In the 
latter place he sustained with great credit to himself a fam- 
ily school for young men. 

During his residence in Portsmouth, Mr. Tobey imbibed 
afresh his original Baptist sentiments and returned to the 
denomination of which he became a member at his baptism. 
In vain did the church in Portsmouth persuade him notwith- 
standing to continue his ministry with them. But he avoid- 
ed even the imputation of such as cause divisions ; and 
above all he shunned the appearance of inculcating any doc- 
trine in any church to whom he had preached, which should 
prove a stumbling block to any one among them. Such 
was his integrity, bis delicate and high conviction of chris- 
tian honesty, that he could not then, any more than in other 
settlements, consent to remain. He had dissented manly, 
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and manly he withdrew, leaving on his account no trail of 
discord : — a beautiful example to all, who change their de- 
nominational opinions. 

His sentiments concerning the change in his doctrinal 
views when he removed from Providence I give in his own 
words as expressed to a friend under date Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 19th, 1837, " I am aware," Mr. Tobey writes, " that I 
have in former years unintentionally committed a great mis- 
take. I indulged too much in speculations and reasonings 
upon religious subjects, and instead of living near to God 
and cultivating the spirit of deep humility and ardent piety, 
I reasoned on those high subjects of " Fate and Freewill." 
I still indulge the hope God will overrule all for good. 
Still I have lost much in diverging from the main subject to 
those hard and knotty points which at best are comparative- 
ly unimportant. I fear too I have exerted unfavorable in- 
fluences upon other minds, perhaps, even on yours. I now 
by the grace of God feel established and in my religious con 
nections, happy." And again under date of Friday, October 
20th, 1837, in writing to another friend speaking of the conse- 
quence of his teaching, he adds. This " is a circumstance in 
my life which of all others I most regret ; I mean my relig- 
ious life. God in infinite mercy prevented these results to 
the church at Providence. the depths of the riches of his 
wisdom and grace 1 He has so overruled events that all my 
labors and suflFerings during ten years connection with the 
Fourth Baptist Church in Providence, though I designed 
them otherwise, are made to promote the interests now most 
dear to my heart. That church is now I trust firmly and 
permanently established in the truth." 

Being now in fellowship with the Associated Baptists, he 
was encouraged by the Rhode Island Baptist State Conven- 
tion to preach in Bristol, the town on the west side of the 
bay from Portsmouth, and he became for the next three suc- 
ceeding years the pastor of the First Baptist Church in that 
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place, and was publicly installed. Thence for five years, he 
succeeded to the pastorate of the Baptist Church in Cole- 
brook, Conn., where his ministry was greatly blessed ; and 
for the following seven years to that of the Baptist Church 
in the village of Pawtuxet, belonging to the towns of Crans- 
ton and Warwick, Rhode Island ; and thence in the spring 
of 1851 he removed to Warren, and died in the membership 
of the First Baptist Church in that town ; in the years inter- 
vening preaching in villages adjacent. 

The annual circular letter for 1851, addressed by the War- 
ren Association to the members of their churches, was writ- 
ten by the Rev. Mr. Tobey. Its theme is " the duty of chris- 
tians to converse on religious subjects." It is an able pro- 
duction, and abounds with sound, judicious, and pious senti- 
ments. It breathes of heaven in every line. Near its close 
he refers to the case of a sister in Christ, who had been the 
means of very many conversions, and who in reply to the 
inquiry, " How it was, that she, while in the habit of speak- 
ing to every class of individuals, always spoke with effect, 
without giving offence ? answered, Whenever such an indi- 
vidual comes within the circle of my influence, I at once set 
my heart upon saying and doing what I can to secure his 
salvation. As soon as a fit opportunity presents, my plan 
is to converse with him on the things which concern his 
peace. As preparatory to such an event, my aim is to or. 
der my entire deportment in his presence, so that what I 
say shall be impressed upon his heart and conscience, by all 
that he had previously seen in me." Here was the secret 
of her power. And in inviting the attention of his readers 
to religious conversation, Mr. Tobey writes, " We will not 
say that the former days were better than these, for in many 
respects we believe they were not as good; but we would 
not throw aside a useful thing, merely because of its antiq- 
uity ; nor neglect a custom, much less a religious duty, be- 
cause it belonged to those days. In conclusion, brethren, 
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permit us to say, " Prove all things ; hold fast that which is 
good." And few men are more practical examples of the 
duty he there enjoined. He seldom, if ever, failed to im- 
prove the opportunities that were furnished, to impress up- 
on all the great matters of religious truth, and for which he 
was eminently adapted. In his early and college life his 
voice was frequently heard in the many social meetings he 
attended in earnest and pathetic exhortation. 

It was the privilege of all who knew him to witness how 
holily, and justly, and unblameably he behaved himself, even 
as the testimony cometh from his entire life. Ever zealous 
and discreet, his memory will be cherished with unfailing 
respect. His kind words, his pure example, his faithful ad- 
monition, his gentle dignified demeanor, his patriarchal sim- 
plicity, his godly sincerity, and his unbending integrity, will 
never be forgotten ; neither his consoling visits in aflMction, 
and his unwearied effort to carry the word of God to the 
ignorant. We cherish his sentiments and sympathies of 
heaven, which he felt were so fully depicted in the beauti- 
ful hymn which he copied into his handbook, and as is said, 
daily read in the last year of his life : 

" We speak of the realms of the blest. 
Of that country so bright and so foir, 
And oft are its glories confessed — 
Bat what must it be to be there T 

We speak of its pathways of gold* 
Of its walks decked with jewels so rare, 
Of its wonders and pleasures untold — 
But what must it be to be there 7 

We speak of its freedom from mn. 
From sorrow, temptation, and care ; 
From trials without and within — 
But what must it be to be there t 

We speak of its serrice of Ioto, 
Of the robes which the glorified wear, 
Of the church of the first bom above^ 
But what must it be to be there ? 
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Bo thou Lord 'midst sorrow and woe. 
Still for heayen my spirit prepare ; 
And shortly I also shall know — 
And feel what it is to be there !" 

In a note bearing date Tuesday, May 18th, 1858, and ad- 
dressed to his long and valued friend, the Rev. Allen Brown, 
he says, " Is it well with thee ? Does thy soul prosper? Do 
you think much of the " Better Land," and sometimes, even 
long to be there ? " And referring to the hymn I have just 
. read, he said, " Well you and I cherish the fond hope, we 
may soon be there. Yes, be with Jesus, see him as he is, 
and be like him." Pour months from that date he was there. 

Both in the pulpit and in social interviews, Mr. Tobey 
ever evinced an evangelical piety and great earnestness in 
prayer. He regretted that his early theological opportuni- 
ties were not better adapted to his professional obligations, 
and ascribed his changes in his religious opinions to this 
source alone ; and all believed that if he had erred, it was 
more the error of his understanding than of his heart. — 
But unhappily he was in his earlier days excessively capti- 
vated by the beautiful, and without patient thought he 
sometimes embraced opinions which a more thorough ex- 
amination would have forbidden. His sermons were usually 
replete with experimental and practical instruction, and pro- 
nounced with great earnestness. 

The last monument reared by this servant of the Lord 
exists in his efforts in the Kickemuit neighborhood, a village 
one mile distant from Warren. The people there had never 
been accustomed to religious services, and on this account, 
for more than three years he in all weather went thither oii 
foot, (he not being able to hire a conveyance,) and once on 
the Sabbath preached to a congregation of some eighty 
persons and took the oversight of a Sabbath School of for- 
ty scholars — a field and a school which God honored by sev- 
eral conversions, and which he being dead yet commends to 
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the vigilant care of the living. And who will watch over 
the sheep and lambs of that pasture, now that the under- 
shepherd has fallen on sleep ? 

Mr. Tobey, though never strong, had been uniformly 
healthy until the last year. He was subject to a disease 
which although it did not render him unable to perform his 
usual service until the last month of his pilgrimage, yet 
was the cause of much suflFering. He preached regularly 
there until the Sabbath prior but one to his death, and would, 
have oflSciated even then had not a ministering brother very 
kindly tendered his aid. The kingdom of Christ was the 
theme of his last sermon to them, which was delivered on 
the 29th, the last Sabbath in August. 

On Tuesday, September 7th, having heard his mother, was 
unusually ill, though very unwell himself, Mr. Tobey in com- 
pany with his wife, left his home and on Saturday evening 
reached his maternal residence. As he was passing the 
Norfolk Baptist Meeting house, the house in which he first 
publicly took the vows of God, he requested a young man 
whom he met to give notice of his intention to preach in 
that church the next day. That appointment he fulfilled, 
though greatly reduced in physical strength, yet with a heart 
overflowing with love to the associates of his youth and 
with spirit and power, selecting the words in the 11th verse 
of I. Timothy first chapter, as the theme of his sermon, 
" According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which 
was committed to my trust." Mr. Tobey remarked that a 
number of years since, while very sick, he had selected the 
succeeding verse for his funeral services, and, as if he felt 
that to be his last discourse, that request he then renewed. 
And it proved to be his final public address, and that in the 
place of his baptism in eighteen hundred and fifteen, thus 
witnessing, as in the beginning, with his dying breath a good 
confession in the presence of many who had since that day 
with him advanced in years. He was hoping to attend also 
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that week the annual session of his first association at Corn- 
wall on the 15th, but was compelled on Monday evening by 
the weather and his personal debility, to relinquish it. On 
that evening in company with his wife, he walked to the site 
where the house of his birth had stood and drank of the 
well of his childhood. He remarked that the water was so 
refreshing that he did net know but that it might restore him. 
He had strong presentiment of his death. In the preced- 
ing summer he expressed a desire to be buried in his native 
town ; and on that Sabbath intimated his conviction that his 
end was near ; and said he should never address them again. 
And he commended, as his last testimony, that gospel that 
had been committed to his trust, as the gospel of salvation, 
and his joyful hope. On Monday the 13th, he sat at the same 
table with his mother, his only brother, four sisters, and 
their companions inlife, and craved the blessing of the High- 
est, upon them. After dinner, as they who had come on 
this maternal visit, without however any arrangement with 
him, were to return, he bade them individually a final but 
affectionate farewell. It was to them a deeply interest- 
ing fact that they were thusassembled ; — a circumstance that 
had never occurred before, they being widely separated by 
their residences. 

In the evening of that day he was greatly exhausted and 
said but little. He was peculiarly solemn, cheerful and hap- 
py. On Wednesday he became insensible, and in about thir- 
ty hours, he quietly ceased from earth, and entered that bet- 
ter land for which his spirit had so long and so deeply 
sighed. 

Mr. Tobey had long dreaded a protracted inertness. He 
wanted to die while usefully occupied ; nor was his desire 
denied. During the past winter he visited under the direc- 
tion of the American Bible Society the town of Warren, and 
held religious conversation and prayer with more than two 
hundred families, giving and selling copies of the Scriptures 
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as lie had opportunity. Among other results of his mission- 
ary work was the conversion of a mother, effected under 
God, by the earnest persuasion of her little daughter to read 
the testament to her that had been given to her by the mis- 
sionary. 

The renewal of his early christian vows, as described in a 
letter to Mr. Temple, written by himself on his return to 
Warren from his visit to his native scenes made prior to his 
last, is truly touching. " I had a very pleasant visit at New 
Marlboro\ I went to the room where first I found the Sa- 
viour to be precious to my soul. I visited the graves of 
Rev. N. Turner and others with whom I used to be acquain- 
ted, and walked on the banks of the stream where when un- 
der conviction of sin I asked. What must I do to be saved ? 
and where too I baptized five young ladies in my early min- 
istry. There I found opportunity to review the providence 
of my Heavenly father towards me these forty years in the 
wilderness. 0, it was pleasant for me in the same room 
where first I saw the light and experienced the joy of spir- 
itual life, again to prostrate myself before God and solemnly 
to renew the dedication of myself and my all to him to be 
his, and only his for time and eternity. I find the service 
of God increasingly delightful from day to day. I thought 
when in that room I could say that the Saviour was more 
precious to me than when I first believed." To that house, 
the parsonage of the Congregational Society in South New 
Marlborough, where he experienced religion, he went alone 
on that visit and requested, though a perfect stranger, that 
he might go to such a room, naming it, and there remain for 
a season. There it was he presented then in age, anew his 
body as a sacrifice at his first christian altar as in the days 
of his youth, and there he thanked Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who enabled him,, for that he counted him faithful, putting 
him into the ministry. And so strongly atfeiched was he to 
the minister of his boyhood, that he often on his visits went 
to his grave to weep. 
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dren live to record his virtues ; his oldest son, whose voice, 
while a missionary was heard in China, since then opened for 
the gospel, but who now occupies the pastorate of a Baptist 
Church, in Georgia, the health of his wife compelling him 
to return ; and the other four devoting themselves success- 
fully to teaching in the west. His regular domestic devo- 
tions will serve them as an example, with which they can 
be blessings also to bless the circles of their choice. 

Classmate I beloved for true moral worth, and respected 
for early attainments, farewell. In him as a class, we saw a 
man of faith and prayer. It was in 1815 that I looked to 
him for religious counsel, he being then twenty-four years 
of age, seven years older than myself The aflFection then 

♦Mr. Temple in his fetter of Jan. 14th, thus speaks of Mr. Tobey ; " He had 
my entire confidence, while pastor of the church to whom 1 minister, North Cole- 
brook, he was greatly beloved, and through his instrumentality very many were 
gathered into the fold of the good Shepherd.*' 

Mr. Temple, in his sermon dwelt very properly upon many things for which a 
true minister of Christ is grateful. It was replete with evangelical truth. He 
represented Mr Tobey as being a good man, full of the Holy Ghost ; as an ex- 
amp e of humility, ftvith and obedience ; and as possessing a firm parsuasion of 
he gospel he preached. 
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reciprocated is warm to-day. We met and we parted with 
prayer. Together in college life we circulated in the ad- 
joining western villages and spoke of Christ to the people. 
Together let us join in the thanksgiving as it ascended 
from his own lips, " I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who en- 
abled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into 
the mimstry f especially as he selected it as his funeral 
thanksgiving. In his name, and as if he were to offer it 
himself, we yield to his request. Hark I his spirit exulting- 
ly sings, " I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who enabled me, 
for that he counted me faithfuj, putting me into the minis- 
try." He regretted it not whil^ living, he cannot regret it 
now he is dead. And we, on these hallowed grounds, where 
his own feet have so often stood, as we commit to God his 
surviving family, do unitedly, and solemnly, and joyfully af- 
firm as our conviction, that fob him to live was Christ, and 
TO die has been gain. He rests from his labors, yes, 

Brother thou are gone to rest ; 

We will not weep for thee ; 

For thou art now where oft on earth 

Thy spirit longed to be. 

Brother, thou art gone to rest ; 

Thy toils and cares are o*er ; 

And sorrow, pain, .and saflfering, now 

Shall ne'er distress the more. 

Brother, thou art gone to rest ; 

Thy sins are all forgiven ; 

And saints in light have welcomed thee 

To share the joys of heaven. 

Brother, thou art gone to rest ; 
And this shall be our prayer^- 
That, when we reach our journey's end. 
Thy glory we may share." 

Very soon we shall join the company of the heavenly, and 
may the Saviour be with us when we are called to go, that 
" when he shall appear^ we " may " be like him ;" and " see 
him as he is." Amen. 
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